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Editorial. 


| hope that you enjoyed the Spring, 2023 Newsletter. | just wanted to let you know that although | collated 
the Newsletter, the presentation was devised by Edward Walton who did a tremendous job. | have decided 
to retain the format but change the image used on the front page. The one used for the Spring edition is one 
of my favourite Burnley images and | have chosen another for this edition. If you can think of any images to 
be used in the same way, | would be pleased to hear from you. 


On that point, | would like to make the Newsletter more interactive than it has been. Our Hon Secretary, 
Stephen Child, recently sent me an article which appeared in “Local History News”. It was about the Borough 
of Twickenham Local History Society (BOTLHS, as they call themselves), and one thing that the Chairman and 
the Editor do, is write some opening words to try to encourage a “conversation” with their readers. 


Unfortunately, no example of this approach is given but, elsewhere in this Newsletter, | have written a few 
opening words which | hope will elicit some responses from you. These, with the contributor’s permission, 
may be published in the Newsletter. We must not forget that we all have been participants in Burnley’s history 
in our own lifetime. 


So have a look at the Opening Words section (See, page 2) and see if any of them make you think about 
Burnley’s past. We would love to hear from you and, you never know, you might be in a position to remind 
us of something of real importance in the history of our town. My email address is given in this edition as is 
my address, so please contact me. 


Roger Barstow Frost MBE., MA., FRSA. (Editor). 


Society Publications. 


Walter Bennett’s Burnley Grammar School. 


As we indicated, in the Spring Newsletter, the Society has decided to republish Walter Bennett’s, “Burnley 
and the Grammar School in the Sixteenth Century” which has been out of print for some time. However, at 
a recent Committee Meeting, it was decided that two additional publications on the Burnley Grammar 
School would be included in the forthcoming book. They are T T Wilkinson’s “The Grammar School, 
Burnley”, of 1870, and Frank Ashworth’s, “Burnley Grammar School, 1939 to 1945”. We will keep you 
informed about progress. 


Other Publications. 


Our Hon Secretary, Stephen Child, is working on a booklet which is to be entitled “Ken’s Corner”, which was 
a feature of the BRDHS when Raymond Pickles was the editor. The Ken in question is Ken Spencer, MBE., 
MA., MSc., who, in his time, has been Chairman of both the B&DHS and the Burnley Civic Trust. He is now 
President of the Burnley Civic Trust and, as you will notice, he has contributed to this Newsletter. 


The Committee has also made plans to publish another 
previous Chair’s work. This time the former Chair is Mollie 
Haines whose work on the Burnley firm of architects, William 
Waddington & Son, has become the standard work on the 
subject. Edward Walton is dealing with this project. 


The Grammar School built in 1873 was a Waddington project 


Opening Words. 

Do any of these stimulate memories of Burnley’s past? We would like to hear from you if they do. 
Please send your memories to:- Roger Frost. The editor’s email address is rogerbfrost@hotmail.co.uk . 
His address is 33, Cross Street, Briercliffe, Burnley, BB10 2HT. 


1. | was at the last production at the Empire Theatre in 1953..........cccsssssessssessseecseessaesees 
2. Burnley FC win the Division One title, in 1960............ccccsesesseecsessssesceecsseesseseeesssseseeecersaees 
3. What! miss about Burnley’s Old toWN CENtre.........ceesessesescsecsesesceecseesseseescsesesseseeesaesassesees 


A. When I started SCHOO]... ccccccccsssccsscssccssscssccssccssssceesesscsssccescsesesesseseseesssssscesscesseusscsssensessesenss 


Society News. 


Dates for Lectures, 2023-24. 


Following is a list of the coming season’s lectures which are to be held at St John the Baptist Church Hall, Ivy 
Street (off Colne Road), Burnley at 2pm. 


2023. 

September, 13", “A Virtual Tour of the Houses of Parliament”. Frank Bartram. 
October 11'., “Emigrating to Burnley from Swaledale”, Phil Batman. 
November 8**., “The Two Toms”, Nick Burton. 


December 13*., Annual General Meeting. 


2024. 
January 10**., “1920’s Founding of Burnley Rotary Club — local people and society”, Edward Walton. 


February, 14". “Midwifery Through the Ages”. Linda 
Sawley. 


March, 13**., “Women into Medicine”, Denise North. 


April 10°., “Royal Pomp — a thousand years of Royal 
Gossip”, Graham Kemp. 


Image: Midwifery in the 16% C 


The Burnley and District Historical Society Website. 


Work has been progressing on the new website. Edward Walton has been undertaking the work in 
conjunction with a web-site provider. The new site is now much further developed and can be located on 
BurnleyanddistrictHS.org . Have look at it if you are on line. 


Burnley & District Historical Society -Committee Meetings, 2023 -24. 


The meetings of the Committee take place on Monday afternoons at 12.30pm at Burnley Town Hall. The 
dates are:- 2023, 25" September; 27° November. 2024, 29" January; 25" March; 20" May; 29" July. 


Local History News. 


The British Museum and the Towneley Collection. 


You will be aware that an employee of the British Museum has, recently, been relieved of his duties because 
a number of items, from the vast collections of the museum, are, to use the words of the Museum “missing, 
stolen or damaged”. How this can happen in the nations premier museum is almost unbelievable. The Greek 
Government has used what is an embarrassing situation for the British Museum by calling for the return of 
the Elgin Marbles which have been housed at the Museum in London for over 200 years. 


However, Lord Elgin was not the only 
man whose collections adorn the 
British Museum. You will all know 
that a Burnley man, _ Charles 
Towneley of Towneley, (he also 
spelled his sur-name “Townley”) is 
associated with a collection at the 
British Museum. As soon as | heard 
of the recent incident, | thought that, 
perhaps, some of the Towneley 
Collection might be involved. On 
Monday 21° August, the BBC 
announced, on the evening news, 
that some of the missing items had 
indeed come from the Towneley 
Collection. No items were detailed 
so it will be interesting to see what 
they might include. 


Charles Towneley (1737-1805) inherited the family estate when very young. As a Catholic, he was educated 
abroad and, when he attained his majority, the life of a wealthy country gentleman seemed to be ahead for 
him. All of this changed, in 1865, when he embarked on the first of three tours of Italy on which he made 
extensive purchases of antique sculpture, vases, coins, manuscripts and Old Master drawings and paintings. 
These are now known as the Towneley Collection which are now held in the British Museum’s Department 
of Greek and Roman Antiquities, the department which has been named in the recent police inquiry. 


After Charles’ death, in 1805, his family decided to sell the collection to the British Museum. In 1814 other 
items, including coins, engraved gems and pottery were also made available to the British Museum where 
they have remained ever since. The Trustees of the Museum obtained a parliamentary grant of £20,000 for 
the first, and most important deposits. 


There is much more to come out about what has happened in recent months, and possibly years, at the 
British Museum, but if it does turn out that items from the Towneley Collection have been stolen and sold 
on the international art market, as has been suggested, it will be interesting to so pay attention to your daily 
newspaper and the TV news. We are bound to learn more. 


Incidentally, | have always thought that it would be great to have the Towneley Collection on display at 
Towneley Hall. If the British Museum can’t look after it, perhaps we can! 


The Towneley Coke Ovens. 


This Grade II listed site has recently been mentioned at the meetings of the BDLHS and the Civic Trust. They 
are the only visible remains of the former colliery and brickworks situated near to Towneley Park, in Burnley. 
Reclamation work began in 1965 and continued for over 20 years. It was mainly carried out by Lancashire 
County Council with support of the Department of the Environment. 


The coke ovens are thought to date back to the 1850’s and appear to have consisted of approximately 14 
circular ovens in two rows. Each oven had a diameter of about 3.3m and a height of 2.5m and was built of a 
single skin of bricks. Originally, each oven probably had a ventilation hole at the front (which was also used 
for removing coke), a charging hole at the top and a flue at the back. Such ovens were often referred to as 
“beehive ovens” because they resembled the traditional beehive. 


The site was abandoned in about 1900 and the ovens fell into disuse and became overgrown. Much of the 
brickwork has been removed or damaged. In 1993 the County Council carried out remedial works to protect 
the ovens from further decay. The remains of most of the ovens have been encased in earth to preserve them 
for future generations, but one of the most complete ovens has been restored for viewing. A footpath was 
constructed to give access to the site. 


In the thirty years since then the site has been allowed to fall back into ruin. There is, however, renewed 
interest in restoring the site and replace an information board that used to be there. It will be necessary to 
maintain the site and this is where the BDLHS, together with other local groups, might be able to help. 


We will monitor what appears to be happening at the site and it could be that, before the Autumn is out, we 
will arrange a site visit. If anyone is interested could contact be made with the editor of the Newsletter at 


rogerbfrost@hotmail.co.uk 


MAKING COKE. 


BID: Town Centre Information Boards. 


Burnley Civic Trust was contacted by the Burnley BID team several months ago about launching a series of 
Information Boards in Burnley Town Centre. The aim has been to show how the town centre has changed 
over the years. Edward Walton and Roger Frost have provided the information, Edward, the images, and 
Roger, the words. As both of them are members of the BDLHS Committee, | thought that you might like to 
know, when the Information Boards appear, that two of our members have been involved. Personally, | can’t 
wait to see what the BID team have done with the information we have supplied. 


Ken Spencer on Burnley cricketer, Betty Snowball. 


It seems that James Anderson is not the only Burnley-born cricket record breaker. Ken Spencer has sent me 
the following letter about the Burnley-born cricketer, Betty Snowball, who scored 189 runs in an 
international match in 1935. It is always good to hear from Ken especially when his letters are as interesting 
as this. His letter is published below and, | have added, at Ken’s suggestion, more information about Betty 
taken from Wikipedia. 


Dear Roger, 


The | newspaper on 26" June, 2023, on page 55, reports that Tammy Beaumont scored 208 
runs for England, surpassing Betty Snowballs 189 in 1935. 


| recognised this name. She was born in Burnley, daughter of Dr T Snowball, who lived at 1a 
Scott Park Road and had his surgery on Bank Parade. He came from Scotland as did Drs 


Mackenzie, Munro, Kerr et al. 


Betty played 10 test matches, 1934 to 1949. She moved south eventually. It was no mean 
achievement to have made the record that stood for the best part of 100 years. You may like 
to make something of this. | knew the name, as | said. Other information is from Wikipedia. 


Ken. 


| have taken up Ken’s suggestion and looked up Betty 
Snowball on Wikipedia. She was Elizabeth “Betty” Alexandra 
Snowball and was born, in Burnley, in 1908 and died in 1988. 
Betty is described as an English Sportswoman, playing 
international cricket, in the England woman’s cricket team. 
She also played squash and lacrosse for Scotland. 


She was born in Burnley, the daughter of Dr Thomas 
Snowball, a Scot, who was an active Club cricketer. He father 
encouraged Betty in cricket when she was still a young girl, 
but she was educated at St Leonard’s School, in St Andrew’s, 
in Scotland, then at Bedford Physical Training College. After 
that she became a PE teacher at St Swithun’s School, 
Winchester. 


_ With regard to cricket, Betty played for Lancashire Women and, 
_ as well as being good with a bat, she was also a wicket keeper. 
| Betty had the good fortune to be coached by the great West 
% - Indian cricketer, Sir Learie Constantine (later Lord Constantine 
ELIZABETH : \: of Trinidad & Tobago and Nelson). Betty played in each of the 
“BETTY” 3 first seven Tests played by women. The first Women’s Test was 
_ in Brisbane, in Australia, in December, 1934. Betty scored the 
- 189 runs, in 222 minutes, playing against New Zealand, at 
ee fF Christchurch, in February, 1935, setting a world record for the 
Menage ns: mcradie’ ae Pe highest individual score ina Women’s Test Match. This was not 
~~“ surpassed for 50 years until Sandhya Agarwal scored 190 in 
1986. Betty’s 189 remained the highest score by an 
Englishwoman until June, 2023 when it was beaten by Tammy 
Beaumont in the, 2023 Women’s Test Series against Australia. 


Heritage Events in Town 


The Burnley Canal Festival. 


Unfortunately, the Burnley Canal Festival will have taken place by the time the Newsletter is published. This 
year the event was at Finsley Wharfe and it will have had to contend with a football match at Turf Moor when 
Burnley play Aston Villa. We hope that everything went well and, next year, we will get our Newsletter out in 
time to give organisers a bit more publicity. 


Photo: EJW. Sunday 27 August 


Heritage Open Day Event at St Peter’s Parish Church. 


There is to be a Heritage Open Day event at St Peter’s Parish Church, Burnley on Saturday 16° September 
from 11am to 4pm. Local Heritage Society’s — the Burnley & District Local History Society, the Burnley Civic 
Trust, the Briercliffe Society and others — will have displays, as will St Peter’s Church and School Archive, plus 
details from the recent 900" Anniversary celebrations. The newly completed “Book of St Peter’s” will be on 
display. If the weather is good, Roger Frost will conduct tours of the Churchyard at 12 noon and 2pm. If the 
weather is not fine it will be possible to have conducted tours in the Church itself. 


r's Church, Burnley 


HERITAGE 
OPEN DAY 


St Pet 


Heritage Open Days Across the Town. 


At the time of going to press, there are twelve events across the town, including the St Peter’s event, 
mentioned above. We give a list of events but further information can be had about them on the internet, 
on “Heritage Open Days: Properties and Events in Lancashire (Burnley Section)”. Generally booking is not 
necessary. All events should be FREE. Some of them do not mention specific times (eg. Burnley Heritage Trail) 
as they can be undertaken at any time. If you are intending to visit, the postcodes are given. Remember to 
check on the internet. The properties/events are:- 


1. 


All Saints Church, with St John the Baptist. Padiham Road, Burnley, BB12 6LG. Open on Saturday 9* 
September, 2023 from 12 noon to 4pm. 

Queen Street Mill Textile Museum. Queen Street, Briercliffe, Burnley, BB12 2HX. Saturday 9* 
September, 2023. Tours of the mill at 12.30pm., 13.45pm and 15.00pm. 

Empire Theatre. Cow Lane, Burnley, BB11 1NN. The building has been closed since the 1990’s, so 
wear good shoes and warm and waterproof clothing. Members of the public will be able to visit the 
building and talk to members of the Trust. Open on the following days:- Friday 8'° September at 
13.15pm and 14.15pm; Sunday 10 September, at 11.15am., 12.15pm; 13.15pm; and 14.15pm: 
Friday 15 Sept., 13.15pm and 14.15pm; and Saturday 16 September, at 11.15am, 12.15pm, 
13.15pm and 14.15pm. Booking is essential. Contact:- info@burnleyempiretrust.co.uk 

Burnley Heritage Trail. Burnley Conservation Area, Burnley, Lancashire. (No postcode). Take part in 
the Heritage Trail which will take you round one of Burnley’s Conservation Areas. Trail leaflets can be 
had at:- Burnley Town Hall (Reception), the Salon, 160, St James Street (only Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday) and Burnley Market’s Rest Area. Event time: can be carried out any time once the leaflet has 
been obtained. After completing the Trail drop off your entry at Burnley Town Hall. A lucky winner 
will be picked, at random, on 22"? September to win vouchers to be spent in Burnley. 

Gawthorpe Hall. Habergham Drive, Padiham, Burnley, BB12 8HU. 

Open (FREE entry) on Saturday 9'* September from 12noon to 6pm. No booking required. Classic bus 
ride to the Hall. Gawthorpe Hall is well worth a visit as are its grounds and gardens. 

Guided Walk through the Weaver’s Triangle. The Visitor Centre, 85, Manchester Road, Burnley, BB11 
1JZ. Sunday 17" September, 2023. Walk led by Roger Frost, starts at 2-15pm. 


BURNLEY FROM THE MITRE 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


Memory Workshops. The Salon, 160, St James Street, Burnley, 
BB11 1NR. 
Share memories of Burnley or explore the history, heritage, people ——— 


and culture of our wonderful town through FREE Memory I | f 


Workshops making collages and soundscapes. Open on Saturday | 
9th September, 2023 and Wednesday 13'" September, 2023. There a 


fee 
— Ae 

rl =e 
| : 


will be two sessions per day at 10am to 12 noon, and 2pm to 4pm. 
Booking preferred. Contact Kelly on 07974581366. 


eee 


The Recently renovated 160 St James Street-> 


<-Oak Mount Engine when still in operation 


Oak Mount Engine House. Wiseman Street, Westgate, Burnley, BB11 1RU. 

Cotton mill engine house dating from 1887 with restored steam engine now operated by an electric 
motor. Open on Sunday 17" September from 2pm to 4pm. No booking required. Access to engine 
house, only by a flight of steps. 

St Peter’s Burnley; 901 Years and Looking Forward. St Peter’s Church, Burnley, BB11 2DL. (See 
separate entry, above). 

The Weavers’ Triangle Visitor Centre. 85, Manchester Road, Burnley, BB11 1JZ. Will be open on 
Saturday 16"" and Sunday 17°" September, from 2pm to 4pm. 

Towneley Hall and Offshoots Community Gardens, Towneley Hall, Towneley Holmes, Burnley. Meet 
outside the temporary entrance to Towneley Hall. The event is to take the shape of two walks, to be 
led by Roger Frost, on Wednesday 13* September, 2023 at 1pm and 3pm. The walks are very short 
from the front of Towneley Hall to the former Walled Gardens, which are now occupied by Offshoots 
Community Gardens — only a couple of hundred yards. (Note: Offshoots Gardens are open to the 
public on most days of the week during the good weather). 

Padiham High Street Heritage Trail. Saturday 9'" September, 2023. Discover Padiham’s hidden history 
as you put your detective skills to the test and follow the Trail Map to find the clues. Pick up a Heritage 
Trail Map from either Padiham Library or Gawthorpe Hall. 


Burnley and Padiham Library Walks. 


Burnley and Padiham Libraries have been organising a series of “Heritage and Health Walks” from both 
Burnley and Padiham Libraries. The Walks started in July with events at Burnley’s Thompson Park and a 
Padiham town centre walk. Family themed Nature Walks took place in early August, in both Burnley and 
Padiham. 


1. On Friday 1%. September, 2023 Roger Frost will lead a walk along the Leeds and Liverpool Canal to 
the Weavers’ Triangle. The walk commences at Burnley Library at 1pm. The linear walk is scheduled 
to take 90 minutes most of which will be on the recently refurbished canal towpath. 

2. Monday 11* September, 2023, from mou 
10am to 11-30am. The walk is from 
Padiham Library and the lead is Carol 
Stinton. Join her to take in the 
heritage of Padiham’s Memorial 
Park. 


Memorial Park Padiham No. 2 


3 Friday 22° September, 2023, | “#ilore oar 
19.00pm to 20-30pm. This is a Bat 
Walk, with Roger Cunliffe. Meet at . 
Gawthorpe Hall Car Park. 
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Starting at Burnley Library at 1pm., a — 
for 90 minutes. Enjoy a steady | ae age 


Burnley stroll with time to walk and p te S 
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5. Monday 9* October, 2023. From ee peace 
10am to 11-30am starting at Padiham Library. Come and meet our Fun Guy, Roger Cunliffe, as he 
takes us on a local Fungi themed walk. 

6. Friday 13‘ October, 2023. Starting at 18.30pm until 20.00pm. This is a Burnley Cemetery Walk with 
Roger Frost. Meet outside the Cemetery Offices on Rossendale Road. 

7. Friday 27* October, 2023. Starting at 18.30pm until 20.00pm. Burnley Town Centre Ghost Walk with 
Roger Frost. Meet outside the main gates at St Peter’s Church, Burnley. 

8. Monday 13 November, 2023. Starting at Padiham Library at 10am and finishing at 11.30am. This is 
a “wind down to Winter gentle stroll”. 


Now & Then.............Burnley Wharf. 

These images remind us of what Burnley Wharf looked like when the 
Friends of the Weavers’ Triangle became active almost fifty years ago. 
In those days we called ourselves IMAC (the Industrial Museum Action 
Committee) and we wanted to establish an industrial museum in 
Burnley. That has been achieved at the Queen Street Mill Museum, in 
Harle Syke, so the Friends became more active in the Triangle. 

The Wharf was built in three sections. There was the stone built 
warehouse of c1800, which was followed by a second warehouse in the 
1840’s. This had wooden canopies, necessary in the canal’s objective to 
beat off competition from the railways. A third, more open warehouse, 
was built, in the 1890’s, linking the two earlier ones. As you can see, in 
two of the images, the canopies are very neglected but, in the third 
image, you see them as they are today, fully restored. 

The third image reminds us that the first stone-built warehouse was 

converted into a very successful public house, the Inn at the Wharf, 
which unfortunately was closed a few years ago. There is good news, in 
that the Inn at the Wharf is about to re-open. In fact the dining rooms 
have already held their first event. The inn itself will re-open in early 
October. We wish them the best of luck and the Friends will work with 
the new owners as much as they can. 
In the first image, the Toll House, which originally had a single floor, is 
not shown, but you can see the Wharf Master’s house. This was 
constructed, in 1878, and, at the same time, an upper floor was added 
to the Toll House. 

The Friends have a lot to be proud about in their almost fifty year 
history. In this part of the Weavers’ Triangle they have achieved what 
they have in partnership with other bodies, the principal of which has 
_ been the former British Waterways Board (now the Canal & River 
Trust). 


Now and Then ............. }rafalgar Street 
It might be thought that these two images are of different places, but, 
if you look on the left, on both images, enough survives to tell us that 
they are both of Trafalgar Street, in Burnley. Here you can see that the 
mill buildings, Waterloo and Hope Sheds, together with Thorneybank 
Mill, are the same. 

To the right all is change. The large building is Globe Works, which 
was built as an iron works, housing, in turn, Butterworth & Dickinson, 
the loom makers, and William Bracewell, the stationary steam engine 
makers. Many of you will remember Hamilton’s, the printers, in this 
building, which, at one time, was also used by Ribble Motors, the bus 
company. Early in the twentieth century Globe Works was used by 
James Holland, a cotton waste dealer, who also had premises on Healey 
Wood Road. 

Near to the Globe Works is Gresham Place, a row of terraced houses, 
and, this side of them, the empty windows of some of the many shops 
that were once a feature of Trafalgar Street. Further along the street 
was the Olympia Skating Rink, at the junction of Trafalgar Street and 
Dent Row. You can also see some of the almost forgotten properties on 
Manchester Road. 

The new image is a disappointment. A KFC dominates the area 
reminding us just how much our tastes in food have changed. There is a 
McDonald’s close by, just to emphasise the point. The bottom of 
Burnham Gate, is joining Trafalgar Street where Patten Street used to 
be. The trees, in the distance, are probably on the site of the Olympia, 
but do you remember The Hop? Trafalgar Street was famous for its pubs 
but The Hop resonates with my generation as the place to be when | 
was a young man, sadly over 50 years ago. 


